Be Like Jesus: The Evangelist (8)

BERER: WEHEE )

Most Christians who know something about Evangelism would agree
that Apostle Paul is among the Greatest Evangelists and Missionaries in
Church history, if not the Greatest. At the time of his conversion, the
Lord appeared to Ananias and told him to restore Paul’s eyesight, which
was temporarily blinded when Jesus met Paul on the road to Damascus.
In Acts 9:15, Jesus revealed His plan for Paul: “This man is my chosen
instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and
before the people of Israel”. Paul later took the Gospel from Asia across
Europe to Rome among the Jews to non-Jewish Gentiles, and from
common people to Kings and eventually to the Roman Emperor. Since
the early Church age to the 1800’s, the Church has seen the likes of: the
Moravian Movement led by Nikolaus Zinzendorf during Protestant
Reformation; and John and Charles Wesley, George Whitfield, Charles
Finney, and Dwight L. Moody — whose conversion in 1855 sparked his
career as an Evangelist. Moody preached the Gospel from Boston to
New York, to San Francisco, and across the Atlantic to England many
times. In his lifetime — before the invention of airplanes, millions of
people had heard him speak, and many were saved as a result. Moody
also influenced the causes of Cross-cultural Missions after he met
Hudson Taylor, who founded the China Inland Mission.

In the 20th Century, the best known Evangelist is Billy Graham, who
began his Billy Graham Crusade in 1947 until 2005. During that 58
years, he preached to live audiences of nearly 215 million people in more
than 185 countries and territories through various meetings, and
reached hundreds of millions more through television, video, film, and
webcasts. Today, at 99, the work of Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association is passed on to his son and successor, Franklin Graham.
Both Franklin and his son, William, are continuing the legacy of serving
as Evangelists. They travel widely in the US, Canada, Europe, Asia,
Central and South America, and other continents preaching the Gospel.
Why do these people, as well as many other Unnamed Christians, devote
their lives to the spreading of the Gospel? Why is it that Countless
Believers throughout the ages, and even today, in many Hostile
countries Chose to proclaim the Gospel, and even to the point of
Martyrdom with such Evangelistic Passion? In my final Message in the
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current series: “Be Like Jesus” today, I want share with you the
important topic of Evangelism. My hope is that we can gain a
Perspective of God’s Heart, thus propelling ourselves to continue the
Legacy of God’s Calling for us to be “Fishers of Men”.

L. Jesus, the Greatest Evangelist. In the last Message, I spoke on
the Role of God’s Grace in the lives of Believers. We are saved by Grace,
and we are Sanctified — or Transformed by Grace. When a Believer
places a high Priority on Grace and Grace Living, he will suddenly
discover that Jesus is his life’s Ultimate and Exceeding Joy, and he will
begin to Pursue Jesus. Such Pursuit will lead to Encounters with Grace,
and Grace will shift a Believer from living a life of Struggle and Worry
to a life of Rest. Over time, he will experience Life Transformation
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and Grace will further motivate
him to Proclaim God’s Grace to others. Many of the Great Evangelists 1
mentioned above Chose to Sacrifice Personal Comfort, Fame, Fortune
and even Life to fulfill the Calling of Proclaiming the Gospel of God’s
Grace, because they had personally experienced the Grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and they were compelled to follow the supreme example of
their master, who is the Greatest Evangelist Bar None. But let us step
back & consider this Unqualified Title for Jesus: In what way was Jesus
the Greatest Evangelist?

In the first Messages in this series, I spoke of the Dual Nature of Jesus —
He is both Fully God and Fully Man by virtue of His Incarnation — God
becoming Man. If one could grasp even a glimpse of the Significance of
this fact, it would have Boggled his Mind!

What does His Incarnation mean? In terms of Wealth and Comfort,
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 8:9 says, “For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich”.
Further, Paul elaborated the Extreme Sacrifice of Jesus in Philippians
2:6-8, “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with
God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death
— even death on a cross”. In terms of Distance, while missionaries may
have left the Comfort Zone of their homes, and traveled thousands of
miles to a distant, strange land, Jesus, on the other hand, traveled from
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Heaven’s throne to the manger of a stable. In the thirty-plus years of His
life, He walked the dusty roads of Palestine — often thirsty and hungry.
John said in John 1:11-12, Jesus came to the world He made, but the
world did not recognize Hm; He came to His Own People, but they did
not receive Him. When all is said and done, Jesus crossed the Immense
Span from Heaven to Earth, and He Emptied Himself from heaven’s
Riches to Die a Slave’s Death. As Jesus’ Disciples, it would be the
Greatest Honor if we desire to Be Like Him in His Passion as an
Evangelist.

What was His Motivation to be an Evangelist? In a nutshell, as I shared
with you in the second Message: Jesus understood His Life Mission.
From Old Testament Prophecies to the Gospel record, Jesus knew from
His early childhood that He came to do His Father’s business. He
proclaimed the Message of Repentance to the Jews, because “the
Kingdom is at hand”. His Life Mission is most clearly stated in the
Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:9-13, where He taught the disciples to Pray:
“90ur Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11Give us today our daily
bread. 12Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one”.
Jesus taught His disciples that their Focus should be on God’s Name,
Kingdom and Will, before their Physical, Relational and Spiritual needs.
Did Jesus Live by what He Teaches? Absolutely. To Restore God’s
Kingdom from the hands of the Evil one involves rescuing those who are
under Satan’s bondage. Hence He said in Lukel9:10, “For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save what was lost”. During His earthly
ministry, He went around Galilee, Judea and even Samaria to Proclaim
the Kingdom Message through the Miracles He performed and the
Authoritative words He spoke. He sought out and ministered to many
who were Despised, Overlooked, Rejected and Lost in the eyes of the
world. For example, among many who crowded around Him, He singled
out Zacchaeus, the chief tax collector, who invited Him to his home to
hear Jesus speak. As a result, Zacchaeus announced his intention to his
guests that he was to take a new course of life, and Jesus said in Luke
19:9, “Today salvation has come to this household, because he too is a
son of Abraham!”

Another time, He sailed over to the Gentile region of Gerasenes for the
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singular purpose to free a demon-possessed man from the bondage of a
legion of demons. After that, Jesus sent him back to his own city to
proclaim the Lord’s mercy, and to testify what the Lord had done for
him. Then, John recorded that Jesus intentionally passed through
Samaria, and He crossed over Racial, Cultural, Social Boundaries to
initiate a conversation at the well with a Samaritan woman who had a
Bad Reputation. The result was phenomenal: the woman was fully
convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, and she spread the Message to
the townsfolks, and many Samaritans came to see Jesus. After that, we

read in John AJ¥#E T 4:42, “They said to the woman, No longer do we
believe because of your words, for we have heard for ourselves, and we
know that this one really is the Savior of the world”. I mentioned these
examples to drive home the fact that: Jesus was Purpose-driven, and He
lived His life on the earth in line with his Life Mission for the Kingdom
to reach the Lost Jews, Gentiles and Samaritans alike, and make His
Salvation available to all.

1I1. Commissioned to be “Fishers of Men”. In Matthew 9:35-38, we
read that, as “35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching
in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and
healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field 35”. Jesus knew that
His time on the earth is Limited. One important aspect of Jesus’ work
on the earth was to identify people, to whom He could pass His Life
Mission. That is why He chose twelve apostles to prepare them for the
work of the Kingdom.

In an episode where the experienced fisherman Simon Peter had toiled
all night and caught nothing, Jesus told him to launch out his boat into
deep water and cast net. When Peter did as Jesus told him, he caught so
much fish that his boat was about to sink. Suddenly a flash of light shot
across his mind, “Jesus was No Ordinary Man!” This realization caused
Peter to bow down before Jesus, who made a Prophetic statement:
“Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men”. The Call to “catch
men” was a prelude to the Great Commission that would come before
Jesus’ Ascension.
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The most important part of Jesus’ Training of the disciples and the
would-be Kingdom Citizens, was to show them His own Life Mission as
stated in the Lord’s Prayer mentioned earlier. Jesus summarized the
Essence of the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:33: “But seek First his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well”. What Jesus was saying to His disciples is this: He wanted them
to know that they had been Called to carry on the Legacy of their
Master, and their Focus should be First on God’s Name, God’s Kingdom
and God’s Will. When their Life Priority is set aright, the provision of
Physical, Relational and Spiritual needs is assured because, God
Obligates Himself to provide the Means to sustain the disciples to move
toward the Goal of advancing God’s Kingdom Cause.

When the time came for His departure, He knew that the disciples must
be ready to be sent out as Evangelists on His behalf. After the Last
Supper, He told the disciples of His Commission in John 15:16, “You did
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—
fruit that will last”. Later in His High Priestly Prayer, realizing that they
would face the attacks of the Evil one, nevertheless, He said a second
time concerning His Commission in John 17:15, 16 and 18, “15My
prayer is not that you [the Father] take them out of the world but that
you protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as
I am not of it... 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into
the world”. The purpose of the disciples remaining in this world is that
they may be sent to Fulfill the task of Bearing Fruit for the Kingdom.
After His Resurrection, Jesus appeared to the Frightened and Confused
disciples and gave them the Commission the third time in John 20:21,
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you”.

Forty days later — before His Ascension, Jesus spoke to the Disciples one
last time concerning the Unfinished Task of proclaiming the Gospel to
all people. In Matthew 28:18-20, we have the familiar Great
Commission: “18Then Jesus came to them and said, All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end
of the age”.

The early Disciples received the Great Commission from Jesus, but
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what does the Great Commission have to do with you and I in the 21st
Century? Yes, it does. It is because implied in the Great Commission is
the Call to Discipleship. The early Disciples were responsible for
proclaiming the Gospel to their generation and the next, not merely to
make people Believers in Jesus from all nations, but to Instruct and
Challenge them to be Disciples of Jesus — which is to Obey Jesus’
Command to be Baptized, to be taught His teachings and to follow in
Jesus’ steps by participating in His Life Mission for the Kingdom. Thus
the Disciples in each successive generation are to follow this Pattern:
Proclaim the Gospel, and Disciple those who place their Faith in Jesus
until the End of the Age when Jesus returns.

Some may say, “I don’t have the gift of Evangelism!” Perhaps you are
not Called to be an Evangelist like Paul, DL. Moody or Billy Graham,
but all Christians are Called to be Witnesses of God’s Mercy and Grace
like Zacchaeus, the man rescued from demonic possession, and the
Samaritan Woman were. Someone said it well, “It is not the Ability, but
the Availability”. The question for us today is: Am I Available for God to
use and be an Evangelist for the Kingdom Cause? Whose Mission
defines your life? Don’t settle for the temporary goal of focusing on the
things of the world, and satisfying our own pleasure. Aim at something
Bigger than ourselves, and impact our generation and the next by
serving God’s Kingdom Agenda of sharing the Gospel with those in our
Sphere of Contact.

This series on “Be Like Jesus” may be ending today, but the Challenge
for us to “Be Like Jesus” continues. I know that some may still wish to
know more about the subject of Evangelism. As previously promised, 1
will start a new Message series on Evangelism next week to equip us to
do the work of an Evangelist. In the meantime, Pray daily that ‘God’s
Name be Hallowed, His Kingdom come, His will be done on earth as it is
in heaven’, and ask the Lord to show us how we can be Faithful to his
Great Commission.

Do you know the Mind and Heart of Jesus? Do you desire to Be Like
Jesus? Are you following Jesus’ Life Mission to be Evangelists just like
Him? Rick Warren said, “You were made by God and for God, and
until you understand that, life will never make sense”. Does your life
make sense? Jesus may be coming soon. May all of us anticipate that
day with Fruits that come as a result of our Availability to God as
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“Fisher of Man”.

Opening: Our Heavenly Father, as the world seems to be getting more
out-of-control every day — politically, financially, and morally, we are
grateful that you are still the same unchanging Lord and a refuge for all
who trust you. Despite threats from rogue nations like North Korea and
Iran; despite the war and unrest in many regions, and uncertainty of the
resolution of healthcare provision which can impact so many people,
and the seemingly never-ending partisanship in our dysfunctional
government, we can pray like the Psalmist did in Psalm 46,
“e o6 60600 oo ” . We are thankful for your presence within us and
around us, and as we seek to know you deeper daily, we can cease
striving and find the peace and rest you promised us.
“106 o o o o o ” = one day, hopefully soon, Jesus will return and,
father, you will be exalted among the nations.

After a week of interacting with the world around us, Father, we are in
need of your cleansing. May the Holy Spirit deeply examine our hearts,
and reveal to us where we need to confess and repent. Restore us to a
right and constant fellowship with you.

We are grateful for the privilege that we can worship you this hour with
our brothers and sisters. We ask that the Holy Spirit will deeply prepare
us to worship you in Spirit and truth. Capture our wandering minds so
that we can listen to your word with undivided attention. In Jesus’
name, Amen

Closing:. o o ¢ o o o . Thank you for the infinite sacrifice that the
Lord Jesus made in coming into the world to save us. Thank you for
showing us your compassionate heart for the world. We pray that, as we
come to know Jesus deeper, your vision for the lost world will become
the burden of our hearts. Help us respond to your calling to be “fishers
of men” and lead many to know the saving grace of God. We ask in
Jesus’s name. Amen
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Benediction: Father, thank you for the message series on “Becoming
Like Jesus”. By your grace, may the Holy Spirit have free access in our
lives to transform us, so that others can see Jesus in us. May you teach
may you remind us to put your Kingdom interest
first, and trust in your sovereignty to provide for our daily needs. May
you grant us wisdom and intentionality to seek open doors to proclaim
your grace to those around us this week. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Closing:
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