“The Theology of Suffering: The Sovereign God (7)”
(The book of Job; Romans 8:30-34)

Going Through Tough Times?
Where is God When We Need Him the Most?

Today’s Message: Perspective, Comfort and Encouragement...
I. The Adversary and the Sovereign God in the Unseen Heavenly Scenes
(Job 1:1-2:10)
A. Heavenly Conflict Resulting in Earthly Sufferings (cf. Daniel 10)

B. Suffering Believers are Assured of Support from their Heavenly Advocate -
Jesus Christ (Romans 8:30-31, 33-34)

Il. Earthly Counsels that Turned into Heated Debates (Job 2:11-31:40)
A. 3 Rounds of Debate as to the Cause for Job’s Suffering
B. Job’s Defense and Plea for an Answer from God
C. God’s Revelation to Job
I1l. God Speaks (Job 34:1-42:17)
A. God is Sovereign (Romans 9:21)
B. God is Infinitely Wise and Supremely Loving (Romans 8:32)

God’s Omnipotent Sovereignty, Infinite Wisdom and Supreme Love...
Foundational Perspective for Life and Suffering

IV. More Lessons: God is Sovereign, and All Things are Under His Control
A. Suffering Moves One to Search Deeper for the Meaning of Life

“The Chief End of Man is to Glorify God, and to Enjoy Him Forever”
— The Shorter Catechism in the Westminster Confession

B. Suffering Calls One to Respond to the Sovereign God in Faith

C. God Purifies His People through Suffering, and Blesses them with a
More Profound Understanding of Himself

Reflection:Through Suffering, we are brought to face our Limitations, and are
urged to Trust the One who is Sovereign

Whatever Happens,
May we Grow to be More Like Jesus Christ Starting in 2016!
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