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“The Theology of Suffering: Spiritual Warfare (5)” (Ephesians 6:10-13; Daniel 10)

In his forum on Truth & Culture, Jim Denison quoted Mark Sharp, legal counsel for the Alliance
for Defense of Freedom, that we’re seeing more & more, a government/society that’s Silencing &
Censoring of Religious Views, Beliefs & Symbols, Specifically, if not almost Exclusively, against
Christianity. Think about the Removal of 10 Commandments Statues, Crosses, & display of
Nativity Scenes, now the US Postal Service announced that it’ll not offer new religiously themed
holiday stamps this yr. This is clearly a “part of the effort to completely drive religion out of the
public square”. But do U ever wonder, where does that Animosity Originate? Where do these
Attacks come from?

If a soldier is sent to Afghanistan, or Syria/lraq for military duty, it’d be Foolish to not be Fully
Aware of the Threat that he’s in. The Enemies that he sees directly firing at him, are Not nearly as
Dangerous as those that are Lurking at places where he does not see them. So it is w/Blv’rs. The
Bible informs us that, while we live & move in the Visible Physical Realm, there’s an Unseen
Spiritual Realm around us that’s just as Real. Peter, perhaps recalling the events that led to Jesus’
Crucifixion, exhorted both the Elders & Blv’rs in the CH in 1 Peter £ /53735 5 ¥ this way: 1%, just
as Jesus’ wrapped a Towel around His waist to wash the disciples’ feet, Blv’rs are to “clothe
yourselves with humility toward one another, because, God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble R &AL B U IR HRF A KK, BAFEBTHOA, B BLREHA» (v5). Then:
just as Jesus, before His Arrest by the Authority, had Warned the Disciples to “Watch & Pray lest
they Fall into Temptation” when He Prayed in Gethsemane, Peter reminded the BIv’rs to “* Be Self-
controlled and Alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to
devour. °Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the
world are undergoing the same Kind of Sufferings® R & #5F ~ 8. RKINNYNE R R, TR
PFAREL, FRTRECTHAFRNER BRI SIESME, B AL FIAE LG HT, LE
it F A6 %% »  (vv 8-9). The Invisible Satan & his demons are active in the world to Defeat
BlIv’rs thru the means of Suffering & Persecution. Hence, Blv’rs must be Self-controlled & Alert 44z
&£ 5F ~ %82, Resist the devil by Relying on the Lord thru Humility & Stand Firm in the Faith

ATREBARF 815 S, REBRERR-

In the last Msg, I attempted to show 2 Things: 1%, the Mystery of Incarnation was the Fulfillment of
the Kinsman-Redemption Principle that God has decreed in the OT, that the Redeemer must ID
w/Mankind. 2"'ly, the Mystery of Suffering of our Savior is such that He not only Served to be the
Perfect Sacrifice for the Sins of Mankind, but that His entire Experience as a Man allows Him to
Understand the Blvrs’ Suffering, esp when they are Suffering for Christ. I had previously
mentioned that, Suffering Originates from the Conflict btw’n Satan & God. Today, I want to take a
closer look at this Conflict in the Unseen World, & see how that could clarify our understanding on
the subject of Suffering & Persecution.

I. Revelation of the Spiritual World. Supposing a person lives in an Isolated location, his Ability to
Know what’s going on in the world is Confined by Distance. However, the sound waves in the air
can be captured if he has a Good Receiver. W/it, he’ll be able to listen to Music & News that are
broadcast from afar. As humans, we’re very Limited in our Perception of many things in this
Physical World, let alone the things in the Spiritual World. Thus, a Real Understanding of the
happenings in the Spiritual World will have to come to us by Revelation. In the OT book of Daniel,
chapter 10, we’re given a few glimpses of the Spiritual Warfare in the Unseen Realm.

The time was around the middle of 6™ Cent BC, Daniel /2¥432, a Jewish man who was taken to
Babylon as a young teen when Jerusalem was leveled by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar now



lived under the Rule of Cyrus, King of Persia j% #f £ 3 7/, after the Babylonian Empire was
overthrown. At the time, Daniel /22 32 had witnessed God’s Faithfulness in His Promise thru the
Prophet Jeremiah many yrs ago: God moved the heart of the Persian King 3 #7 £ to allow the
Jewish Exiles to Return from Babylon to Jerusalem. While Daniel /2232 did not return w/the
Exiles perhaps b/c of his age, the Jews who did had begun Rebuilding the Temple, Jerusalem was
being reoccupied, & the nation seemed to be at Peace. Then Daniel was given a Vision where God
Revealed that the nation would be involved in many Conflicts {272 A F ]| — N (T —F L EF
#9 2 7. As a deeply Patriotic Jew, Daniel Fasted for 3 Weeks in Mourning, & Waited On God in
Prayer concerning his people’s Destiny % A — /& B #§L KA, R B Ea#%L ~ E5H T =2,
FRFBFZINA RRRKARBGFEHEEL.

After 21 days, a Messenger — probably the Angel Gabriel who was previously sent by God to reveal
Truth to Daniel in 8:16, appeared to Daniel /21432, & he was terrified. Gabriel then said to him,
«!1__. Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you:
KEHFZHEREMT AFE LG EREARHEE » . Then he continued 4 X 3%, “"... Since the
first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God,
your words were heard, and I have come in response to them. " But the prince of the Persian
kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me,
because I was detained there with the king of Persia. '“Now I have come to explain to you what will
happen to your people in the future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come... ... G AR E—K
ROBPAGIEE, ARG H O RFEOT, HRAELENELEETT; KRABERALHGEMR
8. MR B E WP EREEZBE =T —R; BRAEFPLRER P — 2Rt HRFBHK, KILG1L
BARL, Fof iR EAL—R. IAAERRZRGNG BB RRELGNYFES LOFE, BAZXHR
% RETHERIF 265 84--- » In Gabriel’s words, we learn about a most Amazing Explanation
of why it took 21 Days for God to answer to Daniel’s Prayer. As soon as Daniel began
Fasting/Mourning, God had dispatched Gabriel w/a Msg for him, but Gabriel was Hindered by the
King/Prince of the Persian Kingdom 3 X7 & & 47 T. X {#, the Prince referred to here clearly is a
High Ranking Demonic Adversary Assigned to Persia. To Prevent Gabriel’s Msg from getting to
Daniel, the Demonic Prince Attacked Gabriel, & the battle cont’d for 3 weeks until Michael, one of
the Chief Princes of the Angelic Realm, came to Gabriel’s assistance to Engage in the battle w/the
Prince of Persia 7% #7 B #) 47 7. X 4. Gabriel was then freed to bring the Msg to Daniel concerning
the Future of Israel. The Msg was a Detailed Prophetic Revelation of the Warfare btw’n Israel &
her neighbors until Israel is given Peace by the Coming Prince of Peace. Moreover, Gabriel said in
vv 20-21, “*... Do you know why I have come to you? Soon I will return to fight against the prince
of Persia, and when I go, the prince of Greece will come; *' but first I will tell you what is written in
the Book of Truth »... AR BB EFfeR P T REAR; B—B 1, FEVPIRERER. =2
i B RAML 2 BMRX 2 RD? " KRR Bl Mg KALEP L) FLTFR...” Gabriel was to tell
Daniel the Msg concerning “what is written in the Book of Truth &2k A A E P L&Y ELKF
4% » . What is the Book of Truth & #235? It was probably God’s record of Truth in general, but the
specific Msg here was about God’s Plans for Israel — 1* under Persia & Greece (11:2-35), & later in
the Time of Tribulation (11:36-45) & the Millennium (12:1-4) — the latter two are to happen yet in
the Future. From history, we know that, Israel was subjected to the rule of 4 Gentile Empires:
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece & Rome. Chronologically speaking, Daniel was in exile under the 1*
2 Empires in the late 7" to mid-6™ Century BC. Greece became a World Empire much later during
the time of Alexander when he conquered Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, & Medo-Persian Empire btw’n
334 & 330 BC. The interesting bit of info in v 20 is that, after Gabriel tells Daniel the Msg, he’ll



return to Fight & Defeat the Prince of Persia 3% #7 & #3347 T X 4, & then the Prince of Greece # Ji&
#47 B X4 - another High Ranking Demonic Representative of Satan, will come. Apparently,

behind all of these Gentile Empires are Powerful Demonic Adversaries assigned by Satan to Oppose
God’s Plan.

II. To be informed of these Spiritual Conflict may be interesting, but what do they Mean to us? The
lessons for us are as follows: 1*, such Angelic-Demonic Conflict indicates the Power of Satan. He has
many Demons — Fallen Angels who Rebelled Against God w/him, under his authority, & he’s
Fighting Hard to Thwart God’s Purpose. Ever since God’s announcement of a coming Savior as the
“Seed of Woman” at the time of the Fall, Satan tried to Annihilate the Lineage of the Righteous
Chosen by God to Fulfill this Promise. The Righteous Abel was Murdered by Cain, but God raised
up Seth. Later Satan Corrupted almost the entire Mankind, but God Preserved Noah & his family
of 8 in the Worldwide Flood. Abraham was Chosen by God, but he was Childless, until God gave
him a son, Isaac, when he’s 100, & Unable to produce an child. The Egyptian Pharaoh tried to
Eliminate the Hebrew Nation by ordering the Drowning of their Newborn baby boys but God
spared Moses, & ironically placed Moses under the Guardianship of Pharaoh’s Daughter. Moses
became the Deliverer of Israel from the Bondage of Egypt, & Joshua succeeded Moses to lead the
Israelites into the Promised Land. After God Chose David to be one thru whom the Messiah was to
come, the Chosen people was Exiled from their homeland to Babylon b/c of their Rebelliousness
against the Lord. Then there came a plot during the Persian Reign by Evil Haman, to Annihilate
the Jews in all of Persia, but God prepared a young Jewish Girl who would be Queen Esther, to
Defeat Haman’s Scheme & Preserved the Jews. At the time of Herod the Great, he heard the news
of the Birth of the “King of the Jews”, & he ordered the Murder of all the babies under 2-yrs-old in
Bethlehem, but God told Joseph & Mary to leave w/the young Jesus, & escaped Satan’s plan to
Remove the “Seed of Woman” — even the Messiah Jesus. That plan would appear to have Succeeded
when the Jewish Authority Killed Jesus by the hand of the Romans, but God Raised Jesus from the
Dead on the 3" day. Now He’s awaiting the Right Time to Return to earth as the Righteous Judge &
King. As Satan realized that he’s Totally Defeated when Christ Died & paid for the Sins of Mankind
on the Cross, he now wants to Score some Victories in the Battles against the CH, & minimize the
CH'’s Effectiveness in Spreading the Gospel. So he Chose to Oppress the Blv’rs thru Governments
since the days of the Roman Empire, or thru Negative Cultural Influence to Suppress the CH until
today. However, whenever God’s People withstood the Persecution by their Willingness to Suffer for
Christ’s Sake, God’s Purpose was Advanced even more. When Blv’rs see Oppositions from the Gov,
Culture, Media & Workplace, let’s use our Faith’s Eye to recognize that, the Oppositions are
fundamentally Directed against God’s people by Powerful Demonic Spirits that are controlling the
affairs of each of the Countries in the World, & the States, Cities & even Communities. The more
Blv’rs are Committed to seek & do God’s Will, the more Attacks will come from the Evil One & its
Cohorts. But if Blv’rs remain Faithful to God’s Calling, we’ll have No Fear! God will send help to
Accomplish His Will thru His people.

2"y, when BIv’rs Suffer Unjustly either by the Laws of the Governments, or the Mistreatment by
those who Oppose the Faith, it’s easy to Lose Sight of the Real Forces of Evil Behind the Scene. The
Apostle Paul was Acute on the matter of Spiritual Warfare. In Eph »Z # P73 6:10-13, he said: «"
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. "' Put on the full armor of God so that you
can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. "> For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. " Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that
when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done

everything, to stand"’ & 5, RN EFEHRBER ), AREZFGRR. "EFRAPTHNHLIEXR, £
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AN KRR, " ARG SR, RO TRA oA QA MARIN ~ TG - T8
X R R R LR, U AR BT R 28 K, RARNIAZIRE & AR 2T R
F4E, FELANAZT —Wm2 ), Tfe 35 51344 » . Paul knows the Real War in the Unseen Spiritual
Realm is where the Real Actions is. What happens here on earth is but a Spillover of what is taking
place in the Heavenly X L Realms. As Blv’rs Struggle against the Suffering they receive from men,
they’re to remember that the Real Enemy is Not their Earthly Persecutors. This way, Blv’rs can
Forgive & Pray for their Enemies, & be Ready to Share the Gospel w/them.

3"y, Our Real Enemies are Not Flesh & Blood, therefore we cannot Engage them by our Own
Strenght. Given the Power of Satan, Blv’rs can only Withstand them if we’re prepared two ways.
1%, Blv’rs must be “Strong in the Lord & in His Mighty Power £ 89 KK /7, A EZ@R|5% »,
we can do that by Daily Relating to God Intimately, & Walking w/Him Closely. 2"'ly, Blv’rs must
“Put on the full armor of God F | F7 &4 & F3X » . In Eph 6:14-20, we have the Well-known
Passage of the Armor of God: Truth — knowing God’s Word, Righteousness — doing God’s work,
Prepared w/the Good News of Peace — being Ready to Witness, Faith — Overcoming Doubts,
Salvation — having Certainty of our Destiny. These are primarily Defensive Weaponry. On the
Offensive side, we have the Sword of the Spirit — i.e., the Right Use of the Word of God, & finally,
the Authority of Prayer. Remember, God Answers Prayers — like He did in Response to Daniel’s
Prayer.

Reflection. In today’s Msg, we learned that Christians are Engaging in a Spiritual Warfare, & we
come to know a little about our Spiritual Enemies. However, I hope that no one leaves thinking that
Christians are being Paranoia talking about an Unseen Spiritual Realm. On the one hand, we
believe it b/c the Bible says so, & that the Truth of God’s Word - specifically the book of Daniel, has
proven to be Accurate in its account of the history of the Gentile Empires. On the other hand, we’re
not Obsessed w/it — that’ll be Paranoia.

We’ve all heard “True Christianity Offends”, & the world we live in is Easily Offended by what we
Believe. The history of Christianity is full of men & women whose pronouncements against Sin and
proclamations of Salvation in Jesus led them straight to Martyrdom — & they’re all the result of the
Sp Conflict. Remember: we’re Engaging in a Spiritual Warfare, & we’re on the Winning Side.

Most of those who hear this Msg today will not likely be Martyred. The Worst we’ll Suffer may be
Rejection, Injustice, Ridicule & Inconvenience. Don’t Fear those whose Sins we Disagree w/. While
we do not Fear people, we Fear for them. We Grieve the Consequences of their Sins which have
Eternal Consequences. The World may not Love our Msg; but as Messengers, we must cont to Love
the World. We must speak the Truth in Love (Ephesians 4:15). Do you Love the Lost People Enough
to tell them—Graciously & Humbly—how they can find the way to God?
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