
“Begin with an End in Mind – (5)” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11) 

Knowing the Future, the End, serves to guide how we Begin to live at the Present 

Previous Messages: God’s Future Plans for Israel (70x7 or 490 Years; Dan 9:24-27),  

and the Gentile World: 4 Major Empires (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome; Dan 2 & 7) 

Today: God’s Future Plan for the ______________, and… 

How this Program is related to the Plans for Israel and the Gentile World 

I. The Destiny of the Church – the “Rapture” (1 Thes 4:13-18)  

A. Would Deceased Believers Miss the Rapture (vv 13-14)? ______! 

1. The Souls of Deceased Believers immediately enter into ________________________ 

(cf. Phil 1:23; 2 Cor 5:8); and will ______________ with Jesus at Rapture 

2. There’s __________ of Bodily Resurrection at Rapture 

B. At the Rapture…  

1. Bodies of Deceased Believers will Rise, and be ___________ with their Souls (vv 15-16) 

2. Living Believers will be Raptured – bodies Transformed, and meet the Lord 

______________… (v 17) 

II. The Rapture of the Church: When?  

A. Date ______________ (1 Thes 5:1-2) “a Thief in the night”… but  

B. ______________: Any time – Perhaps Today!  

III. Relationship between the Rapture of the Church and God’s Plan for Israel/the Gentile World  

A. The Millennial Kingdom: 3 Major Views  

1. Amillennialism: No Literal, Political Kingdom of God 

2. Post-Millennialism: Christ Returns after Kingdom is established through Man’s 

Expanding Knowledge, Dominion over Nature and the Influence of the Church  

3. Pre-Millennialism: Christ Returns to the Earth before He establishes His Kingdom for 

a Thousand-Year Reign (Rev 20:1-7) – JBC’s position 

B. The Rapture and Pre-Millennialism: 4 Views. Rapture occurs… 

1. Post-Tribulation Rapture: Rapture after the Final 7-Yr Tribulation 

2. Mid-Tribulation Rapture: Rapture at the Middle of the 7-Year Tribulation  

3. Partial-Tribulation Rapture: Overcoming and Backsliding Believers are respectively 

Raptured before and after the 7-Year Tribulation 

4. Pre-Tribulation Rapture: Rapture before the 7-Year Tribulation – JBC’s position 

(5:3-11)   

The Promise of Pre-Millennial, Pre-Tribulational Rapture of the Church…  

Great ____________________________ (Col 3:1-4); 

Live a Godly Life and Share the ______________ with others 

Are you among the “Called”? Do you have that Hope? 



“Begin with an End in Mind – (5)” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11) 

Knowing the Future, the End, serves to guide how we Begin to live at the Present 

Previous Messages: God’s Future Plans for Israel (70x7 or 490 Years; Dan 9:24-27),  

and the Gentile World: 4 Major Empires (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome; Dan 2 & 7) 

Today: God’s Future Plan for the Church, and… 

How this Program is related to the Plans for Israel and the Gentile World 

I. The Destiny of the Church – the “Rapture” (1 Thes 4:13-18)  

A. Would Deceased Believers Miss the Rapture (vv 13-14)? No! 

1. The Souls of Deceased Believers immediately enter into God’s Presence (cf. Phil 1:23; 

2 Cor 5:8); and will Return with Jesus at Rapture 

2. There’s Hope of Bodily Resurrection at Rapture 

B. At the Rapture…  

1. Bodies of Deceased Believers will Rise, and be Re-United with their Souls (vv 15-16) 

2. Living Believers will be Raptured – bodies Transformed, and meet the Lord in the 

Air… (v 17) 

II. The Rapture of the Church: When?  

A. Date Unknown (1 Thes 5:1-2) “a Thief in the night”… but  

B. Imminent: Any time – Perhaps Today!  

III. Relationship between the Rapture of the Church and God’s Plan for Israel/the Gentile World  

A. The Millennial Kingdom: 3 Major Views  

1. Amillennialism: No Literal, Political Kingdom of God 

2. Post-Millennialism: Christ Returns after Kingdom is established through Man’s 

Expanding Knowledge, Dominion over Nature and the Influence of the Church  

3. Pre-Millennialism: Christ Returns to the Earth before He establishes His Kingdom for 

a Thousand-Year Reign (Rev 20:1-7) – JBC’s position 

B. The Rapture and Pre-Millennialism: 4 Views. Rapture occurs… 

1. Post-Tribulation Rapture: Rapture after the Final 7-Yr Tribulation 

2. Mid-Tribulation Rapture: Rapture at the Middle of the 7-Year Tribulation  

3. Partial-Tribulation Rapture: Overcoming and Backsliding Believers are respectively 

Raptured before and after the 7-Year Tribulation 

4. Pre-Tribulation Rapture: Rapture before the 7-Year Tribulation – JBC’s position 

(5:3-11)   

The Promise of Pre-Millennial, Pre-Tribulational Rapture of the Church…  

Great Comfort and Motivation (Col 3:1-4);Live a Godly Life and Share the Gospel with others 

Are you among the “Called”? Do you have that Hope? 


