“Mother’s Day: Deborah — A Mother in Israel’” (Judges 4, 5)
Children raised by a Single Parent — mostly Mothers... One in 4!
Percentage higher if counting Mothers raising Children in Absence of Husbands

Women’s Important Role in the Church Acknowledged...
Today: Honor our Ladies, and Challenge the Men, to be Faithfull to God’s Calling

I. Historical Background to Judges 4, 5

A Moses led 1% generation Israel out of Egypt; Joshua led 2" generation Israel into the
Promised Land, but Warning against Idolatry (24:20) Unheeded

B. Israel — Patriarchal Culture, but Women were not QOppressed

C. Israel was under the Oppression of the Canaanites (Judges 4, 5)
II. Deborah and Barak

A. Deborah summoned Barak to lead Israel against the Canaanites

1. The Timidity of Barak (4:8): Deborah was Respected, but Men Failed the Calling to
their Godly Role

2. God would place a Woman (i.e., Jael) in the position of Honor (4:9)
B. The Battle at Kishon river and Beyond (4:12-16; 5:20-22)

II1.Lessons from Judges 4 and 5
A. The Time

1. Period of the Judges: Spiritual Decadence, Moral Corruption, Political Oppressions
and Economic Depression (Judges 17:6; 21:25)

2. 21" Cent US: Secularism — Designer Faith, Entertainment Christianity (1 Tim 4; 2
Tim 3)... Judgment is Coming

B. God’s Design

1. Men and Women - same Dignity and Status

2. Roles: Men - Servant Leadership, Women — Support
3. When God assigns Women the Leadership Role, it means...
Men Fail to Accept their Roles, and they Forfeit the Honor God has intended for them

C. Today’s Churches: Women take larger share of Responsibilities...
1. A Word to Men...

Don’t miss the Honor and Opportunity
to serve families and the Church as Servant-Leaders!

2. A Word to Women: Learn from Deborah — a Mother of Israel

Cultivate a Spirit of Humility: Encourage Men to Fulfill their God-given Roles;
and Continue to Serve Families and the Church with Diligence!
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