“James: Authentic Christianity (5) — True Faith Shows No Favoritism” (2:1-13)

Favoritism and Prejudice... the Church of Jesus Christ is not Exempted

Last Message (1:19-27):
In True “Religion”, One’s Words are Consistent with his Deeds

I. The Evil of Showing Favoritism — Lack of Equity (2:1-4)
It is Incompatible for Authentic Christianity to Show Favoritism toward people
A. An Illustration of Preferential Treatment
Prejudice comes out of a Spirit of Evil Judgment

B. Favoritism in many forms: Active/Passive Reaching Out, Respect and Care/Interest or
Lack thereof

Mission of JBC: Serve All People regardless of Status, Age or Ethnicity...

The Way We Behave Toward People Indicates
What We Really Believe About God! (1 John 4:20)

God shows No Favoritism; neither should Christians
I1. The Sin of Showing Favoritism — Lack of Love (2:5-9)

A. Why Preferential Judgment is Wrong (2:5-7)

1. God chose the Materially Poor — but Rich in Faith, to Inherit the Promised Kingdom
(vv 5-6a)

2. The Rich are Guilty of Oppressing the Believers (v 6b)

3. The Rich are Guilty of Extortion from the Believers in the court (v 6b)

4. The Rich Slander the Noble Name of Christ (v 7)
B. Love is Right; Favoritism is Sin (2:8-9)

Keep the Royal Law of “Loving your Neighbor as yourself”’ (v 8)
I11. The Judgment of Showing Favoritism — Lack of Fidelity to God’s Law (2:10-13)
A. Prejudicial Favoritism is not a Trivial Offense according to God’s Law
B. God’s Law of Liberty: Choose Mercy, Not Prejudicial Favoritism
Such Choice spares us of God’s Judgment (v 13)

Do you pass the Test of the Reality of your Faith?
Do you Practice Authentic Christianity?

Let God’s Love Fill you... so you can Love others Authentically!
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